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UNESCO, in collaboration with the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) and
Symbiosis Skills and Professional University (SSPU), organized an International Conference on
Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET), spotlighting the future of skills,
innovation and inclusive growth. The event drew over 500 participants, including 40 industry
leaders and representatives from 70 national and international institutions.

The conference focused on key reforms needed in TVET, from strengthening industry-led
training models and cross-sector partnerships to boosting capacity-building efforts.
Discussions covered the digital skills, women’s participation in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) disciplines, green economy jobs, and entrepreneurship.

In a masterclass, Dr. Friedrich Huebler, Head of UNESCO-UNEVOC, showcased successful
models of industry-integrated training, the role of digitalization in workforce development,

and the importance of collaboration across sectors.
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Dr. Neelma Gorhe, Deputy Chairperson, Maharashtra Legislative Council, stressed the
importance of safe and equitable workplaces for women. “We also need to have committees
preventing sexual harassment of women in workplaces.” She underlined the broader need
for systemic change, saying, “We cannot have gender equality in isolation. We must achieve
gender parity through our beliefs, actions and institutions,” she said, referencing the Beijing
Declaration’s call for strong mechanisms to advance women's rights across.

Highlighting the role of local governance, Mr. Shekhar Singh, Commissioner of PCMC said,
“Municipal corporations like ours must become active enablers of skill ecosystems, not just
administrators.” He called for stronger public-private partnerships, encouraging industries to
engage more actively with local bodies. With over 50% of India’s population under 25, the
need for robust skilling programs is critical. Recent investments by the Government of India
including the establishment of five National Centres of Excellence, signal a strong
commitment to youth employment, lifelong learning, and the broader vision of ‘Viksit Bharat’.

Looking ahead, UNESCO will train vocational .
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teachers from 20 institutions across India in 2025
through its Global Skills Academy, contributing to
its global goal of reaching 10 million learners.

The conference also marked the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
UNESCO and Symbiosis Skills & Professional
University (SSPU) to collaborate on advancing
inclusive skill development in STEM, green jobs,
and digital transformation.

On behalf of Gujarat Technological University, Dr.
Kaushal Bhatt, Associate Professor, GTU-SMS, and
Coordinator- IQAC, has participated the
conference.
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Glimpse of the Event
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